
Breakthrough Coalition General Meeting Minutes 

December 6, 2011 
Meeting commenced at 8:30 a.m. 
President Hedva Barenholtz Levy, welcomed all members and new members.  New persons were identified with red name tags.  Steering Committee members wore their BC nametags. 
Hedva made the following announcements:

· Based on feedback from the June survey, the Steering Committee has proposed that we evaluate the communication needs of Breakthrough and explore the possibility of creating a communications committee.  Hedva will chair an ad hoc committee that will meet 2 or 3 times in beginning in January.  Meeting dates have been set for 1/10 @ 8:30 a.m.; 1/17 @ 4 p.m.; and 2/14 @ 8:30 a.m. if needed.  Meetings will be held at the American Red Cross.  Contact Hedva (hedva@hblpharm.com; 314-994-9409) or leave your business card in the appropriate box on the sign-in table.  
· As we have done all year, following the meeting, there will be a spot for employees looking for jobs and employers with job openings to gather and exchange information.

· All members are encouraged to sign up to participate on a committee. New for this meeting, there were 3 baskets at the sign-in table, one for each of the 3 committees.  Attendees were asked to place their business cards in the appropriate committee basket, for the committee they wish to participate in. 
· Voting took place for 2012 officers by written ballot. Only active members were eligible to vote (approximately 40 ballots were cast).  Ballots were counted during the networking portion of the meeting by the past president and the vice president.  Results were announced at the end of the meeting:  Dennis Cooper voted in as vice president (a three year term consisting of vice president(1), president (2), and post president (3)), Donna Emht voted in as treasurer (2 year term), Members at Large voted in were Linda Willis and Don Holt (2 year terms).

Committee Chairs gave reports:   
· Advocacy - Mark Michelson:  next meeting is on January 17, 2012, 8:30 am at the Alzheimer’s Association.  
· Education - Lila Shepley & Tom Meuser:   next meeting is on January 26, 2012,  8:30 am location TBD.  Lila thanked Tom Meuser for his role in co-chairing the Education committee this past year.  He is not able to continue leading the group due to another commitment in 2012.  Patti Gramke will be the new co-chair with Lila.  

· Networking - Bonnie Laiderman:  next meeting is on January 5, 2012, 9:30 at Veterans Homecare.  

Contact information for the committee chairs is available on the website, www.breakthroughcoalition.org. 
The Networking portion of the meeting followed.  It consisted of speed networking where all participants rotated 3 times to offer 4 opportunities to network with others at their tables.
Member announcements followed the networking event – Attendees who made an announcement AND turned in the completed information to Lori have their announcements documented below.  

In closing the meeting, Hedva thanked Breakthrough members for participating in the St. Patrick Center donation drive.  The tables for the collection were overflowing.  The center will be grateful for our generosity.  Also, plenty of cookies were brought in for the cookie exchange, which immediately followed the meeting.   A safe and happy holiday season to all. 
Announcements:

Dendre Cechin of Elder Care USA shares that a Financial& Legal event will take place on Jan. 18, 2012 at The Hallmark of Creve Coeur, and another at Tower Grove Manor on Jan. 31, 2012.

Jessica Baverman, of Bi-Lingual International is offering a free medical interpretation event Jan-July 2012.  Contact name is Jessica Baverman at 314-692-9070.  RSVP required.   Note:  up to four appointments as well as employee trainings for those working with interpretations and cultural competency.  Sponsoring organization is BIAS.

Debra Schuster, of Debra K. Schuster, P.C., informed us of the upcoming “National Healthcare Decisions Day” to occur on April 16, 2012.  This is s public relations push to help all persons to have Advance Directives in place.  Organizations may become involved by going to nationalhealthcaredecisonday.org for more information.

John Rothbarth, of Saint Louis Times, informed us of the “Geriatrics Symposium” taking place on Jan. 6, 2012 from 7:30-3:30 at UMSL. This is a continuing education event.   For information &/or to RSVP see stlouistimes.com online.

Claudine Miller, of Claudine Miller, shares an open house on 1-27-2012, 9-4 at 7915 Old Big Bend, UC 63119.  Sponsored by Homewatch Caregivers.  No RSVP required.

Gail Lee, of Purcell & Amen, shares the following:

· What’s up Wed event:  On Jan 4, 2012, Bill Comfort, Comfort Assurance, will speak regarding LTC Insurance from a claims perspective. 

· Find Out Fridays event:   (AT a NEW location- Crestview Senior Living – 8660 Grant Rd., Crestwood, MO 63123) January 13, 2012, Jon Frieda, MBA and Patty Frieda, RPH, CCN, both of Neels Pharmacy, will discuss numerous common ailment topics including:  Gut Health, and Inflammation, B-12, Vit D, dehydration, and fall prevention.

· Booth sponsorship opportunities for an upcoming event on Friday, February 17, 2012.  8-5 pm at the Holiday Inn Viking (corner of Lindbergh and Watson).  Prior to 1/15, rates 75 (for non-profit) & 100 (for profit), after $125.  There are other sponsorship opportunities available. Contact Gail (details below).
Any questions about Purcell  & Amen events may be answered via their website:  yourestatematters.com  or 314-966-8077 – Gail Lee is contact person.

Diane Keefe, shared her ongoing Talk Show Radio Hosts details.  On Wednesdays at 10 am cst the show runs on www.Iwatchradio.com  -   See her website at wwwcaringforparentstogether.com for more information.  If you miss a shows actual “time” it is posted within 24 hours on her site.
The first Schnucks Cooks "Hands-On" Cooking School for older adult caregivers event details are: RECIPES FOR SENIORS

Monday, February 6, 2012, 6:00pm-9:00pm

Schnucks Des Peres, 12332 Manchester Rd., Des Peres, MO 63131

Instructor: Chef Tory Bahn

Information at: www.schnuckscooks.com, click on Browse and Book, click on Display Next Month , See February 06, click on Register for this Class

or  phone 314-909-1704.  Please note!!! Only 24 seats available in the Cooking School so classes fill up quickly.

End of Announcements.
Respectfully submitted by Lori Jurgiel, secretary. 


