
Breakthrough Coalition General Meeting Minutes 

October 4, 2011 

Meeting commenced at 8:30 a.m.

· President Hedva Barenholtz Levy, welcomed all members and new members, followed by general introductions. 


Hedva made the following announcements:

· General members are encouraged to commit to serving on one committee of their choice.  Chairs were available to meet members at back of room following the close of the meeting.  
· Following the meeting, there will be a spot for employees looking for jobs and employers with job openings to gather and exchange information.

· The Saint Patrick Center is our recipient of “Give Back” in December (part of our 20th Anniversary celebration).  The organization will accept item donations and/or monetary donations.  Please bring your donations to the next meeting in December. St. Patrick Center will pick up the donations from Maryland Heights Centre.  If you will have large amounts of donations, please contact Hedva in advance to coordinate & facilitate donation pickup (314-994-9409; hedva@hblpharm.com).  Reminder emails will be sent prior to Dec 6th meeting.  Also there will be cookie exchange (a nostalgic event from the beginning of Breakthrough Coalition) at this meeting.  
· The October BC News contained summary information from the Survey taken last June regarding Breakthrough Coalition.  Members are encouraged to see the BC News for this information.  Hedva emphasized that member input regarding Breakthrough Coalition via the survey in June was very helpful and all responses were carefully considered by the Steering Committee for potential needs that are not being met.  At this time, no concerns were noted. Responses suggested that the current format of the general meetings meets the needs and expectations of the majority of members.  Members seem to be evenly split in their reasons for attending, between advocacy, education, and networking.  In addition, format of the meetings was similarly acceptable across survey respondents.  
· 2012 Nominations will remain open until Friday 10-7-11 for leadership positions starting in 2012.  Contact Joann Eng-Hellinger to nominate someone.  All members will be notified by email when the nominations are final.  
· The proposed Bylaws changes were read aloud.  These changes had been sent via email to all members in good standing (attendance at 3 of the last 6 meetings) in late August.  A motion was made by Mary Schaefer to approve the bylaws as amended; seconded by Mark Michelson.  This was followed by a verbal vote of only members in good standing, with all in favor and none against.  Bylaws were approved as amended.
Each committee gave a brief update. 
· Advocacy - Mark Michelson:  will have its next meeting on November 15, 2011, 8:30 am at the Alzheimer’s Association.  He reiterated that the website (www.BreakthroughCoalition.org) contains much information about the legislative issues the committee is tracking.
· Education - Lila Shepley & Tom Meuser:   next meeting is on October 22, 2011, 8:30 am at the Alzheimer’s Association.  They are looking for a new co-chair to join Lila for 2012.  Tom noted that from the survey responses, members indicated a great interest in health care reform.

· Networking - Stefanie Osiek & Bonnie Laiderman:  next meeting is on November 3, 2011, 9:30 at Veterans Homecare.  The meeting will finalize plans for the next Networking event on 12/6/11.
Educational Presentation on General Geriatric Mental Health Assessment Tools, by Dr. Tom Meuser, UMSL Gerontology & Social Work Schools, and co-chair of Education Committee:  Dr. Meuser reviewed the MMSE and the SLU product called the SLUMS Exam.  He shared similarities, differences, strengths, and weaknesses of the assessment tools.   Dr. Meuser also presented an additional presentation (with continuing education credit available for social workers) immediately following the Breakthrough meeting. 
Closing comments:

The next Breakthrough Coalition meeting will be on Tuesday December 6, 2011, 8:30 am at Maryland Heights Centre.  Bring cookies for the cookie exchange and donations for St. Patrick Center.
Attendees were reminded that announcements are part of the meeting and attendees should avoid conversation until the meeting has officially ended (following announcements).  Announcements are limited to 30 seconds each.  The “stop” sign is still being utilized to aid in this.  All announcements with a completed announcement form turned in are posted to the website: www.BreakthroughCoalition.org as part of the minutes.
Announcements: 

Hedva Barenholtz-Levy will be interviewed by Diane Keefe on www.Iwatchradio.com on Wednesday 10/5/11, talking about medication management issues for caregivers.  Contact information: Hedva@hblpharm.com or 314-994-9409.
From Gail Lee, of Purcell & Amen, contact Purcell and Amen at 314-966-8077:


Upcoming presentations include:   Medicaid and Veterans Benefits Eligibility 9-21-11, at 10:00 am & 6:30 pm,  Find Out Fridays, 11-4-11, at Tower Grove Manor, 11:30 am-1 pm Lunch provided.  “Medicaid Maze” by Charlie Amen, What’s Up Wednesdays, at Villages of St. Peters “Taking the Problem Out of Probate” on 11-2-11 at 12 noon to 1:30 p.m.  The National Association of Professional Geriatric Care Managers Midwest Chapter Annual Meeting and Symposium is taking place at the Hilton Branson convention Center on Oct 21-23, 2011.  Theme is “Care Management is Music to My Ears.” 

Mary Schaefer, MEAAA, Medicare Part D enrollment assistance is ongoing at various locations on various dates.  

Cindy Deegan, CMAAA/MODHSS, Missouri Seniors Legal Helpline information for seniors 60 and older may call 800-235-5503 or www.moaging.com/legalhelp further contact information is:  Marta.Fontaine@health.mo.gov 

Davis Allen, Gentlemen for Gentlemen, Alzheimer’s Association “Care & Conquer” conference, Thursday,, November 17, 2011 1-8 pm at the Double Tree Hotel & Conference Center.  Registration is $25/person.  Register at www.alz.org/stl or call 800-272--3900.  There are limited Scholarships available by Joan D’Ambrose Scholarship Fund.  The event is to provide critical support and guidance to people with early-stage Alzheimer’s, caregivers and families. 

Elizabeth Dunn, Bilingual International Assistant Services, Trivia Night and Silent Auction, 12/2 at 6:30 pm.  Contact info:  Mark Zeman or Elizabeth Dunn, rsvp required.
Anneliese Stoever, SLAA, “Village of Many Colors” will take place on Nov 18, from 10-2 pm.  This event usually has over 800 seniors attend.  Rsvp required.  Sponsored by SLAA, MEAAA and CORP., contact info:  314-657-1669.

Greg Payne, SGSM Network, SAJE Senior Ministry for Seniors.  Nov 19 from 9-12 noon.  Located at Sunset Hills Community Center, The SAJE Senior ministry invites your organization to educate the older adults in the Sunset Hills/Crestwood community on the services you provide.   Contact info:  Greg Payne – 314-664-9700

Barb Ossleck, Manor Care Health Services, is offering Blood Pressure and Blood Glucose Testing on recurring Tuesdays from 9-10 am at HCR Manor Care – 1200 Graham Rd., Florissant, MO 314-838-6555 call Judy Bernhardt. 

End of Announcements.
Respectfully submitted by Lori Jurgiel, secretary. 


